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order of the Catholic Church, which has founded an
earthly power on the precepts of Christ, and in the heart
of which inequality is boldly proclaimed in the attributes
and adornments which interpret it to the eye. First, in
ranks of four, came the ordinary deputies, common priests
or monks; then the bishops and archbishops, magnificent
in sumptuous silk; then the three cardinals, robed in
scarlet; and lastly the canopy of gold brocade beneath
which walked the Archbishop of Paris bearing the Blessed
Sacrament, surrounded by the princes and followed by
the King, whose frail white-clad figure came next in order,
under another canopy, after the miraculous Host. Round
him were his mother, the esquires in attendance, the ladies
of honour, the princes, the marshals, all the Court digni-
taries. The Parlement, the Chatelet, the lesser judicial
bodies, and the archers and sergeants, rounded off this
great line, inversely reproducing the ascending grades of
its first part.
The opening session was held next day, in the Hotel
Bourbon. The crowd and confusion were such that the
courtiers, abandoning the places reserved for onlookers,
or unable to find room therein, took up a position in the
space where only deputies should have been sitting. When
silence was at last produced in this strangely assorted
crowd, the boy Bang rose, greeted the representatives of
the various orders, and declared the meeting open. A
whole series of speeches had then to be listened to, but the
one that everybody expected was not delivered. Conde,
who was to make a public and solemn declaration of his
manifesto, remained in his place, motionless and enigmatic.
Doubtless he thought the game was lost, and felt it useless
to emphasise his defeat by a fresh intervention.
To an ambitious man of such spirit as Richelieu, who
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